
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

"𝑆𝑖𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑔𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝐴𝑡𝑙𝑎𝑛𝑡𝑖𝑐 𝐶𝑎𝑝𝑒, 
𝐼 𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑛𝑒𝑑 𝑚𝑦 𝐵𝑆𝑁 𝑎𝑡 𝐶𝑎𝑝𝑒𝑙𝑙𝑎 
𝑈𝑛𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑦 𝑙𝑎𝑠𝑡 𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑐ℎ. 𝐼 𝑤𝑜𝑟𝑘 𝑎𝑡 
𝑆𝑎𝑛 𝐷𝑖𝑒𝑔𝑜 𝐶𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡𝑦 𝑃𝑠𝑦𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑎𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑐 
𝐻𝑜𝑠𝑝𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑙, 𝑠𝑒𝑟𝑣𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑎 𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑦 
𝑣𝑢𝑙𝑛𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝑝𝑜𝑝𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛. 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑙𝑦 
𝑓𝑜𝑟 𝐶𝑂𝑉𝐼𝐷-19, 𝑚𝑦 ℎ𝑜𝑠𝑝𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑙 ℎ𝑎𝑠 
𝑖𝑚𝑝𝑙𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑎 𝑠𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑒𝑛𝑖𝑛𝑔 
𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑐𝑒𝑠𝑠 𝑤ℎ𝑒𝑟𝑒 𝑛𝑢𝑟𝑠𝑒𝑠 𝑟𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑒 
𝑠𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑒𝑛𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑎𝑙𝑙 𝑠𝑡𝑎𝑓𝑓, 𝑝𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠, 
𝑎𝑛𝑑 𝑜𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑟 𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑜𝑛𝑛𝑒𝑙 𝑓𝑜𝑟 𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 
𝑠𝑦𝑚𝑝𝑡𝑜𝑚𝑠 𝑡𝑜 𝑎𝑠𝑠𝑢𝑟𝑒 𝑠𝑎𝑓𝑒𝑡𝑦 
𝑤𝑖𝑡ℎ𝑖𝑛 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑓𝑎𝑐𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑦 𝑎𝑛𝑑 
𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑚𝑢𝑛𝑖𝑡𝑦. 𝑇ℎ𝑎𝑛𝑘 𝑦𝑜𝑢 𝑓𝑜𝑟 𝑦𝑜𝑢𝑟 
𝑠𝑢𝑝𝑝𝑜𝑟𝑡!" 

 

Atlantic Cape Community College 

 

"I work at the epicenter of this whole outbreak in New York City, 
and it's an experience unlike any I’ve encountered in the past. I 
work in the Neonatal ICU at Bellevue Hospital, and we have 
COVID-19 positive patients and COVID-19 positive nurses. We are, 
as you probably already know, being asked to reuse our N95 mask 
for the day and in-between patients. We were, at some point, also 
asked to reuse our gowns for the entire shift (save to the side until 
we re-enter COVID+ rooms). We are losing nurses left and right 
(due to being sick), and the same staff is being asked to come in 
for overtime help. Because of this, the exhaustion is REAL. Today, 
we just lost a nurse on our unit from COVID-19, and after a brief 
moment to ourselves, we continued to work.  

Every day is just a mixture of emotions - sadness, exhaustion, 
anger, fear, stress, anxiety, etc. Everything. Bellevue is the oldest 
public hospital, and its clientele is broad and open to all walks of 
life. We treat anyone who walks through our doors regardless of 
immigration status or ability to pay, so naturally, we see A LOT 
here. It's humbling. There's a makeshift morgue in our backyard, 
and it's filling up pretty quickly. New York City feels very eerie at 
times. The streets are empty. All the businesses are closed. People 
are scared, confused, and bored. I wish those who are able to read 
this, know how fortunate and lucky they are to be alive and safe. I 
know there's a light somewhere at the end of all this, and there 
are times when I can sense a feeling of "togetherness" around me. 
It gives me a little spark of hope. There's a lot of uncertainty right 
now, but we're all in this together, so it's important that we 
support each other in every way we can, and do our part in this 
pandemic. 

I am currently enrolled in a BSN program at Rutgers -- should 
complete by next year! Other than my degree from Atlantic Cape, I 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and Psychology 
from Rutgers University in 2014." 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

𝘞𝘩𝘦𝘯 𝘣𝘦𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘪𝘯𝘧𝘰𝘳𝘮𝘦𝘥 𝘣𝘺 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘱𝘪𝘵𝘢𝘭 
𝘭𝘦𝘢𝘥𝘦𝘳𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘶𝘯𝘪𝘵 𝘸𝘰𝘶𝘭𝘥 𝘣𝘦𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦 
𝘥𝘦𝘴𝘪𝘨𝘯𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘊𝘖𝘝𝘐𝘋-19 “𝘳𝘶𝘭𝘦 𝘰𝘶𝘵” 𝘧𝘭𝘰𝘰𝘳, 𝘐 
𝘸𝘢𝘴 𝘧𝘳𝘪𝘨𝘩𝘵𝘦𝘯𝘦𝘥 𝘰𝘧 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘶𝘯𝘬𝘯𝘰𝘸𝘯. 𝘍𝘢𝘴𝘵 
𝘧𝘰𝘳𝘸𝘢𝘳𝘥 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘸𝘰 𝘸𝘦𝘦𝘬𝘴 𝘭𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘳, 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘯𝘰𝘸 𝘐 
𝘤𝘢𝘯 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘺 𝘦𝘹𝘱𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘴 𝘩𝘰𝘸 𝘨𝘳𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘧𝘶𝘭 𝘐 𝘢𝘮 𝘵𝘰 𝘣𝘦 
𝘪𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘧𝘳𝘰𝘯𝘵𝘭𝘪𝘯𝘦𝘴 𝘴𝘦𝘳𝘷𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘳𝘦𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘰𝘶𝘳 
𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘮𝘶𝘯𝘪𝘵𝘺, 𝘳𝘦𝘤𝘦𝘪𝘷𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢𝘮𝘢𝘻𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘥𝘢𝘪𝘭𝘺 
𝘴𝘶𝘱𝘱𝘰𝘳𝘵 𝘧𝘳𝘰𝘮 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘱𝘪𝘵𝘢𝘭 𝘭𝘦𝘢𝘥𝘦𝘳𝘴, 
𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘶𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘶𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘴𝘢𝘧𝘦𝘵𝘺 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 
𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘷𝘪𝘴𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘰𝘧 𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘴𝘰𝘯𝘢𝘭 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘵𝘦𝘤𝘵𝘪𝘷𝘦 
𝘦𝘲𝘶𝘪𝘱𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘸𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘢𝘭𝘸𝘢𝘺𝘴 𝘣𝘦 𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘰𝘧 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘪𝘳 
𝘣𝘪𝘨𝘨𝘦𝘴𝘵 𝘱𝘳𝘪𝘰𝘳𝘪𝘵𝘪𝘦𝘴. 𝘐𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘮𝘪𝘥𝘴𝘵 𝘰𝘧 𝘴𝘶𝘱𝘱𝘭𝘺 
𝘴𝘩𝘰𝘳𝘵𝘢𝘨𝘦𝘴 𝘢𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘸𝘰𝘳𝘭𝘥 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘪𝘯 𝘰𝘶𝘳 
𝘯𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯, 𝘸𝘦’𝘷𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘯𝘦𝘴𝘴𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘬𝘪𝘯𝘥𝘯𝘦𝘴𝘴 𝘰𝘧 
𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘩𝘶𝘮𝘢𝘯𝘪𝘵𝘺 𝘢𝘴 𝘣𝘶𝘴𝘪𝘯𝘦𝘴𝘴𝘦𝘴 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘢𝘳𝘦 
𝘤𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘦𝘥 𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦 𝘥𝘰𝘯𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘱𝘢𝘤𝘬𝘢𝘨𝘦𝘥 𝘴𝘶𝘳𝘨𝘪𝘤𝘢𝘭 
𝘮𝘢𝘴𝘬𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘰𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳 𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘴𝘰𝘯𝘢𝘭 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘵𝘦𝘤𝘵𝘪𝘷𝘦 
𝘦𝘲𝘶𝘪𝘱𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘵𝘰 𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘱𝘪𝘵𝘢𝘭𝘴. 𝘔𝘰𝘳𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘯 𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘳, 
𝘸𝘦 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘮𝘰𝘵𝘦 𝘢 𝘤𝘶𝘭𝘵𝘶𝘳𝘦 𝘰𝘧 𝘴𝘶𝘱𝘱𝘰𝘳𝘵 𝘢𝘯𝘥 
𝘧𝘢𝘮𝘪𝘭𝘺 𝘰𝘯 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘶𝘯𝘪𝘵, 𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘶𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘰𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳 
𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘵𝘰𝘨𝘦𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳 𝘸𝘦 𝘢𝘳𝘦 𝘴𝘵𝘳𝘰𝘯𝘨𝘦𝘳, 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘴 
𝘵𝘰𝘰 𝘴𝘩𝘢𝘭𝘭 𝘱𝘢𝘴𝘴 𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘥𝘢𝘺. 𝘞𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘪𝘴 𝘮𝘦𝘢𝘯𝘵 𝘵𝘰 
𝘥𝘪𝘷𝘪𝘥𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘺 𝘣𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘩𝘶𝘮𝘢𝘯𝘪𝘵𝘺 𝘤𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘦𝘳 
𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘴𝘵𝘳𝘰𝘯𝘨𝘦𝘳. 

 

We're proud of our Atlantic Cape #NJCCHeroes making 

a difference during COVID-19, including DiChera Helm. 

She has been a cardiac nurse in the ICU for Inspira 

Health for almost two years. She obtained a Bachelor 

of Science in Nursing in 2015 from Rutgers University. 

She also completed certification as a Critical Care 

Registered Nurse and is board certified as a medical-

surgical nurse through the American Nurses 

Credentialing Center. All of the ICUs in the hospital 

where she works were converted to COVID units. 

Currently, there are 12 beds in her ICU and they are 

nearly full with vented COVID positive patients. 

 



 
 
  In addition to our amazing healthcare heroes, there are also many other alumni, 

staff and students making a difference during the COVID-19 pandemic. One 
example is alumna Jessica Dorta, a dedicated middle school teacher who is 
working hard to provide a quality remote learning experience for her students. 

Here is her #NJCCHeroes Story: 

𝘐 𝘢𝘮 𝘤𝘶𝘳𝘳𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘭𝘺 𝘸𝘰𝘳𝘬𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘰𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘩 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘮𝘪𝘥𝘥𝘭𝘦 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭 
𝘴𝘵𝘶𝘥𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘪𝘯 𝘥𝘪𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘯𝘤𝘦 𝘭𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘨𝘩 𝘮𝘢𝘯𝘺 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘪𝘯𝘦 𝘱𝘭𝘢𝘵𝘧𝘰𝘳𝘮𝘴. 𝘞𝘦 𝘢𝘳𝘦 
𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘡𝘰𝘰𝘮 𝘮𝘦𝘦𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦 𝘧𝘢𝘤𝘦-𝘵𝘰-𝘧𝘢𝘤𝘦 𝘵𝘪𝘮𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘴𝘵𝘶𝘥𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘪𝘴 
𝘢𝘴 𝘤𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘦𝘭𝘺 𝘢𝘭𝘪𝘨𝘯𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘪𝘳 𝘯𝘰𝘳𝘮𝘢𝘭 𝘤𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘳𝘰𝘰𝘮 𝘦𝘹𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘦𝘯𝘤𝘦. 𝘞𝘦 𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦 𝘢𝘭𝘭 𝘰𝘧 𝘰𝘶𝘳 
𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘨𝘯𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘱𝘰𝘴𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘰𝘯 𝘎𝘰𝘰𝘨𝘭𝘦 𝘊𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘳𝘰𝘰𝘮 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘸𝘦 𝘰𝘧𝘧𝘦𝘳 𝘮𝘢𝘯𝘺 𝘸𝘢𝘺𝘴 𝘧𝘰𝘳 
𝘴𝘵𝘶𝘥𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘤𝘰𝘯𝘵𝘢𝘤𝘵 𝘶𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘨𝘩𝘰𝘶𝘵 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭 𝘥𝘢𝘺 𝘩𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘴, 𝘴𝘶𝘤𝘩 𝘢𝘴 𝘎𝘰𝘰𝘨𝘭𝘦 
𝘊𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘳𝘰𝘰𝘮, 𝘎𝘮𝘢𝘪𝘭, 𝘎𝘰𝘰𝘨𝘭𝘦 𝘏𝘢𝘯𝘨𝘰𝘶𝘵𝘴, 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘣𝘺 𝘱𝘩𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘨𝘩 𝘎𝘰𝘰𝘨𝘭𝘦 𝘝𝘰𝘪𝘤𝘦. 
𝘛𝘰𝘥𝘢𝘺, 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘵𝘶𝘥𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘸𝘦𝘳𝘦 “𝘰𝘧𝘧 𝘧𝘳𝘰𝘮 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭” 𝘸𝘩𝘪𝘭𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘴 𝘩𝘢𝘥 𝘢 
𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘧𝘦𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘢𝘭 𝘥𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘭𝘰𝘱𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘥𝘢𝘺. 𝘐 𝘴𝘱𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘥𝘢𝘺 𝘸𝘢𝘵𝘤𝘩𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘸𝘦𝘣𝘪𝘯𝘢𝘳𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘩𝘦𝘭𝘱 
𝘮𝘦 𝘣𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘣𝘦𝘴𝘵 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘪𝘯𝘦 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘳 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘐 𝘤𝘢𝘯 𝘣𝘦. 𝘐 𝘢𝘭𝘴𝘰 𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘳𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘮𝘺 𝘫𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘯𝘦𝘺 𝘵𝘰 
𝘣𝘦𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢 𝘎𝘰𝘰𝘨𝘭𝘦 𝘊𝘦𝘳𝘵𝘪𝘧𝘪𝘦𝘥 𝘌𝘥𝘶𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘰𝘳! 

𝘞𝘩𝘪𝘭𝘦 𝘐 𝘮𝘪𝘴𝘴 𝘴𝘦𝘦𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘮𝘺 𝘴𝘵𝘶𝘥𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘪𝘯 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘤𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘳𝘰𝘰𝘮 𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘺 𝘥𝘢𝘺, 𝘐 𝘢𝘮 𝘨𝘭𝘢𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 
𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘦 𝘢𝘳𝘦 𝘴𝘰 𝘮𝘢𝘯𝘺 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘪𝘯𝘦 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘨𝘳𝘢𝘮𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘐 𝘤𝘢𝘯 𝘪𝘯𝘤𝘰𝘳𝘱𝘰𝘳𝘢𝘵𝘦 𝘪𝘯𝘵𝘰 𝘮𝘺 𝘥𝘪𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘯𝘤𝘦 
𝘭𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘤𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘳𝘰𝘰𝘮. 𝘐 𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘯𝘬 𝘪𝘵 𝘪𝘴 𝘴𝘰 𝘣𝘦𝘯𝘦𝘧𝘪𝘤𝘪𝘢𝘭 𝘧𝘰𝘳 𝘮𝘺 𝘴𝘵𝘶𝘥𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘣𝘦 𝘢𝘣𝘭𝘦 𝘵𝘰 
𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘤𝘬 𝘪𝘯 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘮𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘴𝘵𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘴𝘦𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘪𝘳 𝘤𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘮𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘴 𝘰𝘯𝘭𝘪𝘯𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘨𝘩 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘤𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘳𝘰𝘰𝘮 
𝘡𝘰𝘰𝘮 𝘮𝘦𝘦𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨𝘴. 𝘐𝘵 𝘪𝘴 𝘢𝘭𝘴𝘰 𝘪𝘮𝘱𝘰𝘳𝘵𝘢𝘯𝘵 𝘧𝘰𝘳 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘪𝘮𝘱𝘭𝘦𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘵𝘰𝘰𝘭𝘴 𝘭𝘪𝘬𝘦 
𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘩𝘦𝘭𝘱 𝘮𝘢𝘪𝘯𝘵𝘢𝘪𝘯 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘤𝘰𝘯𝘯𝘦𝘤𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘴𝘵𝘶𝘥𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘴𝘰 𝘸𝘦 𝘤𝘢𝘯 𝘴𝘵𝘪𝘭𝘭 
𝘦𝘯𝘤𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘢𝘨𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘴𝘶𝘱𝘱𝘰𝘳𝘵 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘪𝘳 𝘭𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘨. 

𝘐 𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘯𝘦𝘥 𝘮𝘺 𝘣𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘭𝘰𝘳'𝘴 𝘥𝘦𝘨𝘳𝘦𝘦 𝘢𝘵 𝘚𝘵𝘰𝘤𝘬𝘵𝘰𝘯 𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘴𝘪𝘵𝘺, 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘐 𝘫𝘶𝘴𝘵 𝘨𝘳𝘢𝘥𝘶𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘥 
𝘪𝘯 𝘋𝘦𝘤𝘦𝘮𝘣𝘦𝘳 2019! 𝘐 𝘢𝘮 𝘴𝘰 𝘭𝘶𝘤𝘬𝘺 𝘵𝘰 𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦 𝘲𝘶𝘪𝘤𝘬𝘭𝘺 𝘨𝘢𝘪𝘯𝘦𝘥 𝘦𝘮𝘱𝘭𝘰𝘺𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘢𝘵 𝘢𝘯 
𝘢𝘮𝘢𝘻𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭. 

 

40 Under 40 Recipient, receiving a 

Distinguished Alumni Award, earning his BA 

from Amherst College and now working as a 

Clinical Research Manager at Mount Sinai 

Hospital in New York, we have so many 

reasons to be proud of Felix! He’s one of our 

#NJCCHeroes making a difference during 

COVID-19. #CCMonth 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bergen Community College 

 



 
 



 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Brookdale Community College 

 

Thank you to all members of the 
Brookdale Police Department who 
continue to ensure the safety of our 
campus!  #NJCCHeroes 
 
 

 

I was honored to have been selected to give the 
commencement speech at the 2018 graduation. 
Since then, I’ve not only returned to FIT (now 
majoring in Fashion Design), but I’ve also started 
my business as a designer and seamstress. 
Currently, my business’s mission is focused on 
flattening the curve of the COVID-19 pandemic by 
making and donating masks for medical 
professionals, first responders, and essential 
workers in my community. In conjunction with all 
I do personally and professionally, I continue to 
visit Brookdale regularly and utilize many of the 
resources they have to offer for alumni.  
#NJCCHeroes  
 



 
 
  

“Brookdale's Nursing program was perfect for me as I was working 
as an LPN and wanted to pursue my degree in Nursing. I was able 
to bypass the first year of nursing through a 6-week summer 
course and earn my ASN in a year. I then went on to earn my BSN 
from Kean University. 
 
I’m currently working at Hackensack Meridian Raritan Bay Medical 
Center in the ICU. To this day I’m still using the fundamental and 
clinical teachings I've acquired from Brookdale to face daily 
challenges in the fight against COVID-
19.” #SoulsOfBrookdale #NJCCHeroes 
 



 
 
 

 

  

Camden County College 

 
Anthony is not only working the front 
lines as an EMT and going to school at 
CCC. He is also helping children 
celebrate their birthdays by joining 
drive-by birthday parades with other 
fire, police, and EMS to help children 
feel special. He also helped delivered 
handmade face masks, made by a 
friend, to hospitals in need. 

 

 
Meet Randy Forte. EMT, 6-year Army 
Ranger Veteran, CCC Pre-Nursing Major. 
He enjoys helping others in their time of 
need. 
His biggest challenge during this 
pandemic is maintaining the best quality 
of care while adjusting to the ever-
changing procedures to protect us all 
from the virus. 
 

We're celebrating Community College 
Month by honoring our CCC Heroes. Meet 
Sierra Dorfman. EMT. Deployed with 
FEMA. CCC Student. 
 
Sierra describes helping her brothers and 
sisters on the frontline as an amazing 
experience. Sierra worked 24-hour shifts 
and helped out wherever she was 
needed. She did all this while maintaining 
a 99-grade point average in her class. 
 
She is humbled to have an opportunity to 
help in a great time of need. 
 
Thank you, Sierra. 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hudson County Community College 

 Betty Adames,#HCCCNursing student is one of our  
#HudsonHeroes #ThankYou  
#NJThanksYou 
This is what Betty shared: 
“I work for Englewood Hospital in a primary physician office. We screen 
patients and submit for testing. Right now we are all gathering to shut down 
the offices and head to the hospitals to help with this pandemic. I hope 
everybody is staying as safe as possible. I have seen so many people sick that it 
breaks my heart. I wake up every morning and I get ready to see the worst. I’m 
praying for my patients that are in the ICU fighting for their lives while they are 
quarantined alone with no one by their side. This is the worst thing I have ever 
seen in my life and it’s really hard to focus on school right now but every day I 
try my best. This is real it’s not a movie. All I can say to the world is stay safe 
and God bless.” 
 

This is Ranvir Singh who is on the front lines fighting 
COVID19. He is currently a RN at Holy Name Medical 
Center “He is an individual who always seeks the 
welfare of others regardless of what detrimental 
effect it may cause him,” said his brother, Rawinder 
Singh, who is a Nursing student at HCCC and one day 
aspires to become an RN and assist his hero in any 
future crisis. #HudsonHeroes #NJThanksYou  
#HCCCIsHereForYou #MyBrotherMyHero  
NJ's Community Colleges 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HCCC Phi Theta Kappa members Basir Bivins and Pedro 

Moranchel volunteered at Hunger Free Bayonne. The food 

distribution benefits about 900 families each Saturday. # 

HCCCPTK #HudsonIsHereForYou #HudsonHeros NJ’s 

Community Colleges #NJThanksYou 



 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mercer County Community College 

 With the help of a generous contribution from the Tuchman Foundation, Mercer 
County Community College (MCCC) will manufacture hundreds of face safety 
shields in its Advanced Manufacturing laboratory to safeguard the health and 
safety of the medical services professionals combating the spread of COVID-19 in 
the region. 

“Our local heroes are the medical professionals and EMTs who are risking their 
lives every day. We must do our part to protect them,” said MCCC President Dr. 
Jianping Wang. “We are a community college. It is our duty to serve our 
communities, especially in the time like this. We must do all we can, and we 
know they need the protective gear to keep themselves, and our community, 
safe.” 

Thus far, requests for the face shields have been received from Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital Hamilton, Penn Medicine, Mercer County Office of 
Emergency Management, Henry J. Austin Health Center, and other organizations 
that are on the front lines fighting against the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 



 
 
 Middlesex County College 

 
Meet #MCCAlumni Hiloni Kapadia '19 
Hiloni Kapadia is in the Felician College Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing Program, continuing her education while she works 
full time on a floor for patients with kidney issues. 

#NJThanksYou #SuccessStartsHere #middlesexcountycollege 
Felician University 

 

Celebrating our #MCCHeroes! 

Meet #MCCAlumni Robin Stokes '06 an x-ray technician for 15 
years, at the same hospital where she did her first-year 
clinical experience while at MCC. 

#NJThanksYou #SuccessStartsHere #middlesexcountycollege 

 

Donna Pearce is a physician anesthesiologist 
working 16-24 hour shifts handling intubations 
and ventilation of COVID-19 critically ill patients. 
She’s been working at East Orange General 
Hospital and at St. Joseph’s Regional Medical 
Center in Paterson, in the latter’s Same Day 
Surgery Recovery Room that has been converted 
into a COVID-19 Intensive Care Unit. 
 



 
 

#MiddlesexCountyCollege loaned four 3D 
printers – one from the College Library, and three 
from the Marketing Art and Design Department – 
to Middlesex County, which will have county 
employees create face shields that they will 
donate to area hospitals and first responders. 
Here Tom Mayoros, Lead Person in the MCC 
Warehouse, packs one of the printers, along with 
Linda Scherr, Vice President for Academic Affairs. 
 

Glorybel Diaz is working in the emergency room at 
Hackensack Meridian Health Raritan Bay Medical 
Center in Perth Amboy, where she’s currently 
caring for patients battling the novel coronavirus. 
“Although it has been a difficult battle, both 
physically and emotionally, I am so grateful that 
MCC helped me to achieve this career in which I 
can help so many,” she said. 
 



 
 
  County College of Morris 

 

"Getting ready to assist in intubating a crashing 
covid patient and send them to the ICU. Any RT 
could have helped anesthesia put that tube in 
and transport the patient, but I’m glad I was 
lucky enough to do it, because while that man 
was intubated and, on the ventilator, and 
terrified in SICU I made sure that his hand was 
held and he was loved and comforted during 
undoubtedly the scariest time of his life. THAT is 
what I signed up for. THAT is why I do what I do. 
How wonderful it is to be human" 
 



 
 County College of Morris is #CCMPROUD of Professor John 

Williford, who has been a pillar of the CCM community for 
many years and is well respected by his students. In 
addition to helping his students transition to an online 
learning environment, he also is dedicating his time to 
assisting his wife Maryanna, executive program director of 
the Willing Heart Community Care Center in Newark. 
 
Williford has been assisting his wife to support at risk 
populations during this crisis. Within the past few weeks, 
over 700 families have been served, as Willing Heart has 
assisted seniors in city housing and the unemployed, along 
with smaller faith-based community organizations. 
 
 

The Engineering Lab Coordinator at CCM, Eric Pedersen, is 

now creating face shields on the college’s 3-D printers for 

healthcare workers at the request of Atlantic Health Systems. 

The shields are being created based on specifications provided 

by Atlantic Health and the college is able to create about 14 a 

day. Way to go!  

#CCMonth #CCMStrong #CCMProud #NJCCHeroes 

 

 

Jeremy Friedland ’19 a recent County College of Morris 
Nursing graduate, usually works in the orthopedic 
trauma unit at Atlantic Health’s Morristown Medical 
Center but currently is on a dedicated COVID-19 unit 
due to the ongoing pandemic. 
 
“A person is not defined by their diagnosis, especially 
during this stressful and lonely time,” remarked 
Friedland. “It is important to remember that we are not 
treating ‘COVID patients,’ we are caring for husbands, 
wives, children and friends.” 
 
 



 
 
  

"The program at County College of Morris put 
my thoughts and skills to the test and I 
couldn’t be more grateful for my experience 
with Professor John Rutkowski, Professor 
Grace Fong and all my other clinical 
instructors. Respiratory therapy is an amazing 
and worthwhile career to choose, so please 
make a difference and join the healthcare 
force!” 
 

No matter where County College of Morris 
alumni are, they always have your back. Jason 
Bonafede supported his Starbucks store team in 
collecting and delivering 300 pounds of coffee to 
first responders. “My role was to support our 
team in their vision of making an impactful 
difference during this time of need.” 
 

 
Six fashion design students, 

their professors and 
several employees at 

@CCM.edu are making 
face masks to protect those 

working on the front line 
during the COVID-19 

pandemic. We 
are #CCMPROUD! 

 



 
 
 

 

  

Ocean County College 

 #NJCCHeroes Dr. Tracy Walsh & MaryAnn 
Kaufman, MSN, RN: When Governor Murphy 
signed Executive Order 109, Dr. Walsh and Ms. 
Kaufman quickly notified the state about the 
two ventilators and one BiPAP machine located 
in the Hovnanian Health Sciences Building. Dr. 
Walsh and Ms. Kaufman then took the initiative 
to donate 750 masks, 100 gowns, and 2,000 
gloves to the Ocean County Office of Emergency 
Management (OEM). These Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) items keep our essential 
workers safe while they perform their jobs. 
Thank you, Dr. Tracy Walsh & MaryAnn 
Kaufman! 
 

#NJCCheroes: Trisha Apanel, an OCC alumna from the 
class of 2017, is also a current student working on her 
RN in the OCC Nursing program. Set to graduate this 
fall, Trisha is already working at Ocean Medical Center 
as a Patient Care Technician with COVID-19 patients. 
She and her colleagues are working long shifts at full 
capacity. She says, "We have come together as a 
family. We form a bond with our patients because they 
can't have visitors. We are all they have right now." 

We are so grateful to Trisha and all our local healthcare 
professionals and first responders for all they are doing 
to support our community - today and every 
day. #MyOcean 
 



 
 
  Passaic County Community College 

 

Ciara DelValle, a nursing major at PCCC, works as a cardiac technician 
at St. Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston. With COVID-19 
patients, she is witness to their deterioration, intubations, and 
sometimes their dying. “I think the worst of it is that they have to die 
alone. I will be right there with them, holding their hand, but I don’t 
compare to being a loved one,” says Ciara whose mother was also 
hospitalized with the virus and is now recovering. “It is the scariest 
thing in the world, watching your mother struggle to breathe.” Ciara 
describes the experience of working during this crisis as physically 
and mentally exhausting. “I have the utmost respect for the people I 
work with, all the first responders, and all the people helping around 
the world,” she says. Ciara, we respect and thank you, a true NJ 
Community College and PCCC hero! 
 



 
 
 

 
Raritan Valley Community College 

 



 
 



 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Rowan College at Burlington 
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Rowan College of South Jersey 
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As a Diagnostic Medical Sonographer, Glenn Bloom does not have the option of performing his job from the safety of his 
Glendora home. Instead, he shows up for patients right on schedule – offering his downtime to act as support for other areas 
of the hospital during the pandemic and volunteering to provide coworkers with the assistance required to properly don and 
doff PPE. RCSJ thanks our hero graduates serving on the front lines of this pandemic.  
 

Nick Schmidt is passionate about protecting his community, whether it’s through his daily patrol functions, his efforts as part 
of the Professional Standards Bureau handling training and community policing events, or his work as a volunteer firefighter 
with the Washington Twp. Fire Department. On the rare occasions this Washington Twp. resident has a free moment, he can 
be found helping to disinfect the police station to keep his fellow officers safe. RCSJ thanks our hero graduates serving on 
the front lines of this pandemic. 
 



 
 
  

RCSJ grad and current Rutgers University student, Holly Rothfuss, volunteers her time with the Dream Center to deliver 
food, clothing and household, baby and hygiene items to struggling South Jersey families. Though she should be preparing 
to don a cap and gown for her long-awaited Rutgers graduation, instead the Pitman resident is serving her community in 
gloves and a mask. RCSJ thanks our hero graduates serving on the front lines of this pandemic. 
 

Elizabeth Espinosa had been her students' new teacher for little more than a month before having to transition to online 
learning due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Afraid she would lose the relationships she'd started building with them, Elizabeth 
kept the conversations going by creating daily themes such 
as #MindsetMonday, #TipTuesday, #WackyWednesday, #ThrowbackThursday and #FunFriday. Each day the Vineland 
resident sends students an image or video based on the daily theme, in addition to implementing "office hours" via Zoom 
so students can ask questions about assignments and talk with their classmates. It's important to Elizabeth that her 
students know she believes in them, and is there to cheer them on. RCSJ thanks our hero graduates serving on the front 
lines of this pandemic. 
 



 
 
  

The hospital’s young patients are not the only one’s relying on Shauna Dougherty to forego the safety of social 
distancing, her fellow Diagnostic Medical Sonographers rely on her to ensure their department is stocked with the 
supplies required to function properly in a time when certain supplies can be hard to come by. Whenever the 
demands of her official duties allow, Shauna has committed to act as support for other areas of the hospital for the 
duration of this pandemic. RCSJ thanks our hero graduates serving on the front lines of this pandemic. 

As a Respiratory Therapist, Timothy Rohlfing knows first-hand how devastating the effects of the coronavirus can be. This 
Mickleton resident forgoes the safety of social distancing each day to work directly with some of the hospital's sickest 
patients in the ICU, operating ventilators, administering breathing treatments and working to get COVID-19 patients back to 
their families. RCSJ thanks our hero graduates serving on the front lines of this pandemic. 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Salem Community College 

 

Today’s unsung hero is SCC Nursing Lab Specialist Marybeth Chambers. 
 
Marybeth works part-time at Christiana Care in Delaware as an intensive care nurse. She 
“floats” among all of the intensive care units at the Christiana and the Wilmington 
campuses, including the COVID-19 ICUs, providing nursing care to all the patients in need. 
 
In addition, since the College has gone online, Marybeth has continued to support nursing 
students and instructors during this uncertain time. She is assisting with lectures, quizzes, 
tests and other assignments to continue to make learning meaningful within the online 
environment. She is tutoring students from home as well. 
 
Her nominator wrote, “Marybeth has showed an unwavering commitment to her students 
and her colleagues both at the school and the hospital during this pandemic.” 
 
Although it’s a scary time for healthcare workers, Marybeth explained that nursing is a very 
rewarding profession. “Helping people is as rewarding as it gets,” she said. “I am honored 
and humbled by this.” 
 
“What motivates me during the pandemic is helping those in need, not only the patients 
but the nurses and staff that I work with,” she continued. “We are all in this together.”     
#NJCCHeroes     @NJCommColleges 
 

Craven. Sammi is a licensed practical nurse, working the overnight shift at Carneys Point Care Center, 
a rehabilitation and long-term care facility. She has a special bond with her co-workers, particularly 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
“My co-workers motivate me during the pandemic,” said Sammi, who earned her Practical Nursing 
certificate in 2019. “My overnight crew has great attitudes which makes for a world of difference. I 
look forward to seeing my work family since we spend just as much time, if not more, with each other 
than our own.” 
 
Sammi, who was nominated by a faculty member as an unsung hero during the coronavirus outbreak, 
knows that better days are ahead. “Seeing families bond together and kids outside playing makes me 
optimistic during this difficult time,” said the Salem resident. “It brings me back to my childhood 
before technology took over. 
 
“Also, seeing community appreciation,” she continued, “such as people clapping for those recovering, 
good Samaritans giving truck drivers free meals at weigh stations, and seeing kind donations of all 
sorts, restores a little bit of my faith in humanity and allows us to see all the good that can be 
accomplished when we all come together.” 
 
Sammi shared the following insights for those considering a healthcare career. “My advice would be 
that nothing is ever ‘textbook,’ meaning you have to be versatile in order to tackle different 
situations, and no situation is ever the same,” she said. “You also HAVE to take time for yourself, 
especially your mental health, because you cannot help others if you can't help yourself.” 
 
Like a number of other graduates, Sammi returned to SCC for additional studies. She is enrolled in 
Computer Graphic Art and plans to transfer to Rowan University's Biomedical Art and Visualization 
degree program. “This combines my love of medicine and art, while still allowing me to make a 
difference,” she said. “I can create things from animated tutorials for med students to designing 
prosthetics.” 
 
We thank Sammi for her devoted work in caring for the senior population and wish her much 
continued success!     #CCMonth      #NJCCHeroes 
 



 
 

  
Ashley Bowen is a telemetry technician at the Inspira Medical Center in Vineland and an 
SCC practical nursing student. 
 
Her duties include watching the telemetry monitors on her floor, monitoring every patient's 
heart rate and rhythm for significant changes and calling nurses in the event of significant 
cardiac events. 
 
"What motivates me the most to go to work every day is the fact that I currently am 
blessed enough to have a job in the setting where I want to work when I eventually 
become an RN," said Ashley. "It’s very humbling to be able to learn certain things in the 
practical nursing program and then get to physically be able see those things in action 
when I go to work." 
 
Ashley’s nominator wrote: “She has worked so very hard by going to school four days a 
week and working 12 hour shifts three days a week with no days off. She is a very 
compassionate person and will be terrific nurse one day.” 
 
Ashley finds hope in this difficult time by the amount of teamwork she sees around the 
area. "Whether it’s people at home making masks for the community, employees working 
well together on the job, or supportive family members of essential workers at home, the 
amount of people I see coming together in times like this makes me hopeful that better 
days are ahead of us," she said. 
 
Ashley is already a certified clinical medical assistant, phlebotomist and EKG technician. 
After graduating with her PN certificate, Ashley plans to earn an associate degree in 
nursing at SCC then transfer to a bachelor’s degree program. Her long-term goal is 
serving on a hospital’s med-surg floor and eventually a cardiac floor. 
 
She shared advice to those considering a healthcare career: "Make sure that you 
genuinely enjoy helping and caring for other people because that is what this field is all 
about. Healthcare is full of sick patients that need us to be there for them as well as to 
advocate for them. There is nothing more humbling than going home from work knowing 
that you had the privilege of helping someone that day." 
 



 
 

Today’s unsung hero is Cyndi Davis. In fact, she is described as one of SCC’s “super heroes,” juggling roles 
as a student, a certified nurse assistant and a single mom of four. 
 
A health science major and an EOF scholar, Cyndi received two nominations as an SCC unsung hero. 
 
Working for Bayada Home Health Care and Public Partnership, Cyndi assists a disabled young man early 
in the morning, then helps 2-4 elderly patients each afternoon. “She is responsible for all of their self-
care, dressing, laundry, meal prep, medications, housecleaning, just to name a few,” wrote a grateful 
nominator who sees Cyndi’s devoted work each day. “During this trying time of the virus, she has been 
pulling double duty while going out grocery shopping, picking up meds and other household goods for 
her patients due to the fact that they have all quarantined themselves as each one is considered high 
risk.” 
 
“I love what I do, making someone else's day,” said Cyndi. “They depend on me. I can't let them down.” 
 
What keeps her hopeful during this difficult time? “God,” replied Cyndi. “I pray every day I leave my 
house and every night I return. I was once told I do God's work here on earth to the less fortunate. I 
don't know his plan for me but I am not afraid.” 
 
Another nominator (an instructor) wrote: “During the COVID situation, Cynthia continues to visit her 
patients in their homes and has put off her plans for entry into our nursing program until next year 
because, according to her, she cannot leave her patients. I thank her for her tireless dedication and 
commitment to her patients and her academics.” 
 
After completing her associate degree in health science, Cyndi aspires to stay at SCC to earn a practical 
nursing certificate and associate degree in nursing, then transfer to earn a bachelor’s degree in nursing. 
 
 

 
 

She shared advice for those considering a healthcare career: “Healthcare isn't for the faint of heart. It is hard and demanding but helping those who can't help 
themselves, bringing a smile to someone's face when they lost hope, and making an impact on their lives, however small, is the most rewarding thing ever.” 
 
How does it feel to be nominated as an unsung hero? “Very surprising, but I am truly honored,” she said. 
 
Added a nominator: “It is reassuring to have workers like Cyndi on the front lines at times like this!”  #CCMonth  #NJCCHeroes 



 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Sussex County Community College 

 

Thank you to Sussex Alumna and #Sussexhero, Tara, who is 

working as a Clinical Lab Assistant. She is a 2006 graduate who 

returned in 2015 to get her Medical Office Administration 

certificate. Tara continued her education through Newton 

Medical Center to become a CLA. Her dedicated service to helping 

the community during this #covid19 crisis makes us all 

proud! #ThankYou #NJCCHeroes NJ's Community Colleges 

 

Thank you to Sussex Alumnus and #Sussexhero, Frank, who has 

worked for the past 32 years in the U.S. Post Office as a letter 

carrier. He is a 2010 graduate of Sussex. Frank feels his work is 

helping to flatten the curve by delivering to people important 

items they need for their daily lives while keeping them safe and at 

home. His dedicated service to helping the community during 

this #covid19 crisis makes us all proud! 

 #ThankYou #NJCCHeroes NJ's Community Colleges 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Sussex Alumna and #Sussexhero, 

Kim, who is a nurse at Newton Medical Center. 

"Being a nurse is one of the most difficult and 

rewarding things I have done. I felt prepared after 

graduating from the nursing program and am 

thankful for the education I had received at 

Sussex." Her dedicated service to helping the 

community during this #covid19 crisis makes us all 

proud! #ThankYou #NJCCHeroes NJ's Community 

Colleges 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Union Community College 

 Kareemah Lucas is a 2018 graduate of our Nursing-RN 

program, who works as a social worker and a registered nurse: 

"I currently work as a social worker and am a licensed register 

nurse. I have been ensuring that eligible households receive 

the social services benefits that they need during this time. In 

addition, I am due to begin a second job as a registered nurse 

in April to continue to assist in fighting this crisis." She has also 

been coordinating volunteer/emergency response within her 

community. #OwlHeroes #NJCCHeroes NJ's Community 

Colleges 

 

Ryan Greco, '97, is the Chief of Police for the Cranford Police 

Department. As the COVID-19 crisis unfolds, Chief Greco is ensuring 

that Cranford has uninterrupted police services while monitoring and 

responding issues related to this ever-evolving pandemic. Thank you, 

Chief Greco, and we wish health and safety to you and all officers 

working to serve and protect. 

 #OwlHeroes #NJCCHeroes NJ's Community Colleges 

 



 
 
  



 
 
 

Will Austin, President of 
Warren County College, 
quickly responded to the 
county’s call for medical 
supplies. The college, with 
its extensive nursing, 
medical assisting and other 
healthcare related 
programs, had a supply of 
needed products such as 
masks, that the county 
sought in order to help 
combat the 
Coronavirus. The college 
donated that supply to the 
county. 

The college then took it a 
step further as it realized 
that many of its students – 
and staff, and other needy 
folks in the community – 
were also in need of certain 

supplies. In an effort to help, the college, in partnership with Attorney Doug Steinhardt and his law firm, 
initiated a weekly program to distribute “goodie bags” to people needing items such as paper towels, toilet 
paper and in some cases, $25 gift cards from ShopRite of Greenwich. This past week spaghetti dinners were 
included in the packages which have been distributed at the college’s Washington Township campus.   

Dr. Austin, along with college employees Samir Elbassiouny, Dennis Florentine, Sharon Hynson, and Melvin 
Warren, and also Dr. Phil Linfante, Chair of the Board of Trustees, have tirelessly given out the bags to 
students arriving in cars – thus keeping social distancing.  

In the first week Dr. Linfante knew right away that something special was happening. “The thanks and smiles 
and some tears were so moving.  It made me understand how much we need to come together during this 
challenging time and help our WCC family. WCC is a great institution that has moved quickly before all the 
others putting the safety and welfare of students, faculty and staff first.  I am proud to be part of this team. 
Also, I want to thank our board attorney, Doug Steinhardt and his firm for contributing to the cause, ShopRite 
for matching our purchase of gift cards, and our tremendous and supportive Board of Trustees, and the best 
faculty and staff in our NJ sector.”  

Dr. Linfante wasn’t the only trustee to assist in the effort. In fact, every trustee participated in one way or 
another. “It has been a group response,” said Dr. Austin. “It says something about the people associated with 
this college.” 

Warren County Community College 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


